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The Marine Safety (Alcohol and Drugs) Ordinance
comes into effect on 1 January 2025

The Ordinance applies to:

® All vessels underway in the waters of Hong Kong, including local vessels,
river-trade vessels and ocean-going vessels. ot 1)

® All persons involved in operating a vessel or performing designated duties on
board a vessel that is underway.

Mt

LIARYPY S Authorised officers may require any person operating a vessel or performing
Oy~ B designated duties on board a vessel that is underway to undergo tests.

Any person under the influence of alcohol or drugs to the extent of being
incapable of performing duties properly, or with an alcohol concentration
exceeding the prescribed limits or has specified illicit drugs in the person’s
body commits an offence.

The maximum penalty upon conviction is a fine of $25,000 and imprisonment for
3 years, and disqualification of relevant qualifications for life.
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For legislation details, please refer to the Marine Safety (Alcohol and
Drugs) Ordinance and its subsidiary legislation.
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Marine Department, HKSARG 5 4 Hong Kong Police Force Note 1 : Buoyancy devices such as swimming rings and floating beds in normal use by swimmers are not considered operating vessels.




