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Cap. 415 Merchant Shipping (Registration) 21/07/2023
Ordinance
37. Proper colours
(1) The proper colours of a registered ship shall be the flags
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specified in Schedule 1 flown in the manner specified in that
Schedule.

A registered ship may at any time, and shall, unless exempted
by the Director under subsection (2A), on entering and leaving
any port, fly the proper colours. (dmended 11 of 1998 s. 2)

The Director may exempt a registered ship from the

requirement to fly the proper colours under subsection
(2). (Added 11 of 1998 5. 2)

No registered ship shall fly any colours purporting to be or
closely resembling the proper colours which are not the proper
colours.

A ship, not being a registered ship, shall not—

(a) except with the permission of the Director, fly the proper
colours of a registered ship; or

(b) fly any colours which purport to be or closely resemble
the proper colours.

Where subsection (2), (3) or (4) is contravened the master of
the ship concerned commits an offence and is liable—

(a) in the case of a contravention of subsection (2), to a fine
at level 2; and

(b) in the case of a contravention of subsection (3) or (4), to
a fine at level 3. (Amended E.R. 1 of 2022)

Any officer of the Marine Department authorized by the
Director for the purpose may—

(a) board any ship upon which any colours are flown in
contravention of this section; and

(b) seize, take away and dispose of any such colours.

Any person who hinders or obstructs an officer in the exercise
of his powers under subsection (6) commits an offence and is
liable to a fine at level 3. (dmended E.R. I of 2022)

Schedule 1
[ss. 37 & 92]

Proper Colours of a Registered Ship

The national flag of the People’s Republic of China flown directly above the
regional flag of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. The
specifications of the national flag and the regional flag are as respectively
set out in Schedule 1 to the National Flag and National Emblem Ordinance
(116 of 1997)* and Schedule 1 to the Regional Flag and Regional Emblem
Ordinance (117 of 1997)".

Editorial Note:

(Replaced 11 of 1998 s. 3)

* See Instrument A401.
# See Instrument A602.
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Instrument A401 National Flag and National Emblem 08/10/2021
Ordinance
Schedule 1
[ss. 2 & 5]

Specifications for the National Flag of the People’s
Republic of China

The shape and colour of either side of the national flag shall be
identical, whereas the five stars on both sides of the flag shall be opposite to
each other. For the sake of convenience, these specifications shall take the
circumstances where the staff is on the left as the basis for illustration.
Where the staff is on the right, the word “left” used in these specifications
shall all be changed to “right”, while the word “right” referring to direction
shall all be changed to “left”.

(1) The face of the flag shall be red and rectangular; the proportions of
its length and height shall be 3 to 2. The upper left of the face of the flag
shall be studded with five yellow five-pointed stars. One of the stars shall be
bigger than the others, with its circumcircle’s diameter being 3/10ths of the
height of the flag, and shall be placed in the left; the four other stars shall be
smaller, with their circumcircle’s diameter being 1/10th of the height of the
flag, encircling the big star on its right in the shape of an arc. The cover of
the staff shall be white.

(2) The five stars shall be positioned and drawn as follows:

a. To determine the position of the five stars, the face of the flag shall
be first folded both ways to form four equal rectangles; then the rectangle on
the upper left shall be vertically divided into 10 equal sections and
horizontally divided into 15.

b. The central point of the big five-pointed star shall be at a point in
the rectangle where the 5th line from above (or the 5th line from below),
and the 5th line from the left (or the 10th line from the right) meet. The
method of drawing shall be: taking this point as the centre and the length of
three such equals as the radius to make a circle. On the circumference of this
circle, five points with equal distances from each other shall be determined,
one of the points must be in the right above position of the circle. Then
connect each of the five points with every other point to form a straight line
respectively. The outline formed by these five straight lines shall be the
required big five-pointed star. An angle of the five-pointed star shall point in
the right above direction.

c. The centres of the four small five-pointed stars shall be as follows:
the first shall be at a point, in the rectangle, where the 2nd line from above
(or the 8th line from below), and the 10th line from the left (or the Sth line
from the right) meet; the second shall be at a point where the 4th line from
above (or the 6th line from below), and the 12th line from the left (or the 3rd
line from the right) meet; the third shall be at a point where the 7th line from
above (or the 3rd line from below), and the 12th line from the left (or the
3rd line from the right) meet; the fourth shall be at a point where the 9th line
from above (or the 1st line from below), and the 10th line from the left (or
the 5th line from the right) meet. The method for drawing shall be : taking
each of the above four points as the centre and the length of one such equal
as the radius to make four circles. On each circle, five points with equal
distances from each other shall be determined. One of such points must be
on the line linking the centre of the circle with the centre of the big five-
pointed star. Then the same methods used in forming the big five-pointed
star shall be used to form the small five-pointed stars. The four small five-
pointed stars shall respectively have an angle pointing right at the centre of
the big five-pointed star.

(3) The measurement in common use for the national flag, from which
people from various circles may choose at their discretion shall be as
follows:

. 288 cm in length, 192 cm in height;
. 240 cm in length, 160 cm in height;
. 192 cm in length, 128 cm in height;
. 144 cm in length, 96 cm in height;

. 96 cm in length, 64 cm in height.
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(4) If national flags of nonstandard sizes are required in special
circumstances, they are to be of a scaled-up or a scaled-down size. (Added
310f2021s. 14)



(5) The size of the national flag must be proportional to the staff, and
be commensurate with the purpose of use, the surrounding buildings and the
surrounding environment. (Added 31 of 2021 s. 14)

I

Design for making the national flag
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Instrument A602 Regional Flag and Regional 24/11/2023
Emblem Ordinance

Schedule 1
[ss. 2 & 5]

Specifications for the Regional Flag of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic
of China

The shape and colour on both sides of the regional flag are identical.
The bauhinia design on both sides are identical. For the sake of
convenience, only the specifications for the regional flag with the pole
standing on its left are listed below. As regards the side of the regional flag
with the pole standing on its right, it must be correspondingly produced.

I.  The regional flag is in red, the chrominance value of which is identical
with that of the national flag. The regional flag is rectangular in shape
with its length/height ratio being 3 to 2. At the centre of the regional

flag is a white 5-petal bauhinia in swaying motion. The diameter of its

outer circle is 3/5 of the regional flag’s height. The petals are evenly
arranged round the central point of the regional flag in a clockwise
direction. Each petal bears a red 5-pointed star and a red style. The
centre of the bauhinia lies on the central point of the regional flag. The
case of the pole is in white. The design of the regional flag is shown in
Figure 1. (Amended 30 of 2023 s. 14)

Figure 1 Design of the Regional Flag of the Hong Kong Special Administrative

Region of the People’s Republic of China

II.  There are eight different standard sizes of the regional flag. Their
measurements are as follows:

Length (cm) Height (cm)

No. 1 288 192
No. 2 240 160
No. 3 192 128
No. 4 144 96
No. 5 96 64
Car Flag 30 20
Flag for Signing Ceremony 21 14
Desk Flag 15 10

If regional flags of nonstandard sizes are required in special
circumstances, they are to be of a scaled-up or a scaled-down size.
(Amended 30 of 2023 s. 14)

The size of the regional flag must be proportional to the staff, and be
commensurate with the purpose of use, the surrounding buildings and
the surrounding environment. (Added 30 of 2023 5. 14)

II. Format of the bauhinia design
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Figure Format of the Bauhinia Design
2

IV. Format of the bauhinia design for plate making

+ -

Figure 3 Format of the Bauhinia Design for Plate
Making
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Cap. 415 Merchant Shipping (Registration) 21/07/2023
Ordinance
37. Proper colours
(1) The proper colours of a registered ship shall be the flags
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specified in Schedule 1 flown in the manner specified in that
Schedule.

A registered ship may at any time, and shall, unless exempted
by the Director under subsection (2A), on entering and leaving
any port, fly the proper colours. (dmended 11 of 1998 s. 2)

The Director may exempt a registered ship from the

requirement to fly the proper colours under subsection
(2). (Added 11 of 1998 5. 2)

No registered ship shall fly any colours purporting to be or
closely resembling the proper colours which are not the proper
colours.

A ship, not being a registered ship, shall not—

(a) except with the permission of the Director, fly the proper
colours of a registered ship; or

(b) fly any colours which purport to be or closely resemble
the proper colours.

Where subsection (2), (3) or (4) is contravened the master of
the ship concerned commits an offence and is liable—

(a) in the case of a contravention of subsection (2), to a fine
at level 2; and

(b) in the case of a contravention of subsection (3) or (4), to
a fine at level 3. (Amended E.R. 1 of 2022)

Any officer of the Marine Department authorized by the
Director for the purpose may—

(a) board any ship upon which any colours are flown in
contravention of this section; and

(b) seize, take away and dispose of any such colours.

Any person who hinders or obstructs an officer in the exercise
of his powers under subsection (6) commits an offence and is
liable to a fine at level 3. (dmended E.R. I of 2022)

Schedule 1
[ss. 37 & 92]

Proper Colours of a Registered Ship

The national flag of the People’s Republic of China flown directly above the
regional flag of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. The
specifications of the national flag and the regional flag are as respectively
set out in Schedule 1 to the National Flag and National Emblem Ordinance
(116 of 1997)* and Schedule 1 to the Regional Flag and Regional Emblem
Ordinance (117 of 1997)".

Editorial Note:

(Replaced 11 of 1998 s. 3)

* See Instrument A401.
# See Instrument A602.
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Instrument A401 National Flag and National Emblem 08/10/2021
Ordinance
Schedule 1
[ss. 2 & 5]

Specifications for the National Flag of the People’s
Republic of China

The shape and colour of either side of the national flag shall be
identical, whereas the five stars on both sides of the flag shall be opposite to
each other. For the sake of convenience, these specifications shall take the
circumstances where the staff is on the left as the basis for illustration.
Where the staff is on the right, the word “left” used in these specifications
shall all be changed to “right”, while the word “right” referring to direction
shall all be changed to “left”.

(1) The face of the flag shall be red and rectangular; the proportions of
its length and height shall be 3 to 2. The upper left of the face of the flag
shall be studded with five yellow five-pointed stars. One of the stars shall be
bigger than the others, with its circumcircle’s diameter being 3/10ths of the
height of the flag, and shall be placed in the left; the four other stars shall be
smaller, with their circumcircle’s diameter being 1/10th of the height of the
flag, encircling the big star on its right in the shape of an arc. The cover of
the staff shall be white.

(2) The five stars shall be positioned and drawn as follows:

a. To determine the position of the five stars, the face of the flag shall
be first folded both ways to form four equal rectangles; then the rectangle on
the upper left shall be vertically divided into 10 equal sections and
horizontally divided into 15.

b. The central point of the big five-pointed star shall be at a point in
the rectangle where the 5th line from above (or the 5th line from below),
and the 5th line from the left (or the 10th line from the right) meet. The
method of drawing shall be: taking this point as the centre and the length of
three such equals as the radius to make a circle. On the circumference of this
circle, five points with equal distances from each other shall be determined,
one of the points must be in the right above position of the circle. Then
connect each of the five points with every other point to form a straight line
respectively. The outline formed by these five straight lines shall be the
required big five-pointed star. An angle of the five-pointed star shall point in
the right above direction.

c. The centres of the four small five-pointed stars shall be as follows:
the first shall be at a point, in the rectangle, where the 2nd line from above
(or the 8th line from below), and the 10th line from the left (or the Sth line
from the right) meet; the second shall be at a point where the 4th line from
above (or the 6th line from below), and the 12th line from the left (or the 3rd
line from the right) meet; the third shall be at a point where the 7th line from
above (or the 3rd line from below), and the 12th line from the left (or the
3rd line from the right) meet; the fourth shall be at a point where the 9th line
from above (or the 1st line from below), and the 10th line from the left (or
the 5th line from the right) meet. The method for drawing shall be : taking
each of the above four points as the centre and the length of one such equal
as the radius to make four circles. On each circle, five points with equal
distances from each other shall be determined. One of such points must be
on the line linking the centre of the circle with the centre of the big five-
pointed star. Then the same methods used in forming the big five-pointed
star shall be used to form the small five-pointed stars. The four small five-
pointed stars shall respectively have an angle pointing right at the centre of
the big five-pointed star.

(3) The measurement in common use for the national flag, from which
people from various circles may choose at their discretion shall be as
follows:

. 288 cm in length, 192 cm in height;
. 240 cm in length, 160 cm in height;
. 192 cm in length, 128 cm in height;
. 144 cm in length, 96 cm in height;

. 96 cm in length, 64 cm in height.
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(4) If national flags of nonstandard sizes are required in special
circumstances, they are to be of a scaled-up or a scaled-down size. (Added
310f2021s. 14)



(5) The size of the national flag must be proportional to the staff, and
be commensurate with the purpose of use, the surrounding buildings and the
surrounding environment. (Added 31 of 2021 s. 14)

I

Design for making the national flag
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Instrument A602 Regional Flag and Regional 24/11/2023
Emblem Ordinance
Schedule 1
[ss. 2 & 5]

Specifications for the Regional Flag of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic
of China

The shape and colour on both sides of the regional flag are identical.
The bauhinia design on both sides are identical. For the sake of
convenience, only the specifications for the regional flag with the pole
standing on its left are listed below. As regards the side of the regional flag
with the pole standing on its right, it must be correspondingly produced.

I.  The regional flag is in red, the chrominance value of which is identical
with that of the national flag. The regional flag is rectangular in shape
with its length/height ratio being 3 to 2. At the centre of the regional

flag is a white 5-petal bauhinia in swaying motion. The diameter of its

outer circle is 3/5 of the regional flag’s height. The petals are evenly
arranged round the central point of the regional flag in a clockwise
direction. Each petal bears a red 5-pointed star and a red style. The
centre of the bauhinia lies on the central point of the regional flag. The
case of the pole is in white. The design of the regional flag is shown in
Figure 1. (Amended 30 of 2023 s. 14)

Figure 1 Design of the Regional Flag of the Hong Kong Special Administrative

Region of the People’s Republic of China

II.  There are eight different standard sizes of the regional flag. Their
measurements are as follows:

Length (cm) Height (cm)

No. 1 288 192
No. 2 240 160
No. 3 192 128
No. 4 144 96
No. 5 96 64
Car Flag 30 20
Flag for Signing Ceremony 21 14
Desk Flag 15 10

If regional flags of nonstandard sizes are required in special
circumstances, they are to be of a scaled-up or a scaled-down size.
(Amended 30 of 2023 s. 14)

The size of the regional flag must be proportional to the staff, and be
commensurate with the purpose of use, the surrounding buildings and
the surrounding environment. (Added 30 of 2023 5. 14)

II. Format of the bauhinia design
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Figure Format of the Bauhinia Design
2

IV. Format of the bauhinia design for plate making
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Figure 3 Format of the Bauhinia Design for Plate
Making
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