
 

Communication from the Secretary-General to Member States  
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1 This document provides an update on the situation in the Red Sea region as 8 May 
2024. It has been prepared by the IMO Secretariat. 
 
2 Since 19 November 2023, the IMO Secretariat has recorded 43 incidents, including 
acts of piracy against international shipping vessels transiting the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden. 

 
3 The Secretary-General submits a monthly report to the UN Security Council in 
accordance with Resolution S/RES/2722(2024). 
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15561.doc.htm 

 
4 On the 18 February the M/V RUBYMAR (9138898), a cargo ship carrying 41,000 tons of 

fertilizer, 200 MT of Heavy Fuel Oil and 90 MT of Marine Diesel was struck by uncrewed 
aerial device. It was reported to have leaked oil, creating an 18-mile-long oil slick in the 
Red Sea, and with the crew abandoning ship. The ship subsequently sank on 2 March 
2024.  
 

5 On 6 March 2024, the bulk carrier vessel M/V True Confidence (IMO 9460784) was 
attacked at 54 nautical miles southwest of Aden. The attack resulted in the tragic loss of 
three crew members, with four others sustaining injuries, three of whom are in critical 
condition. The attack caused significant damage to the ship, prompting the crew to 
abandon it shortly after the attack. At the time of the attack, the vessel was manned by a 
crew of 20 individuals, supplemented by three armed guards. The crew composition 
included 15 Filipinos, four Vietnamese and one Indian, while the armed guards consisted 
of two Sri Lankans and one Nepali. Among the fatalities were two Filipinos and one 
Vietnamese national. 
 

6 On 12 March, the Bangladesh-flagged bulk carrier M/V Abdullah (IMO 9745598) was 
reported under attack by 22 armed assailants from two craft at approximately 425nm east 
of Mogadishu, Somalia. All 23 crew members are Bangladeshi. The vessel was sailing 

 when 
it was attacked. On 14 April, the ship along with her crew were released. 

 
7 On 26 April, the Portuguese flagged container vessel MSC Orion (IMO 9857157) was 

struck in the Indian Ocean by an uncrewed aerial device found lying on the deck of the 
vessel with no injuries or significant damage reported. This is the first attack to take place 
at such a distance from the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. 
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Figure 1. Incidents since 10 January. 
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These attacks concerned the following types of vessels:

Figure 2. Incidents by Type of Vessel.

The flags of these ships are as follows:

Figure 2. Incidents by Flag State

The distribution of these incidents over time is as follows:
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Figure 3. Distribution incidents over time. *(until 8 May)

8 Annex 1 contains the list of incidents recorded by the IMO Secretariat. 

9 Annex 2 shows the impact on maritime traffic.

10 Information is also available on the Organization's website:
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Red-Sea.aspx

***
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