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                                     PLVAC Paper No. 7/2002   
         

 
PROVISIONAL LOCAL VESSEL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
CODE OF PRACTICE - SAFETY STANDARD FOR  

CLASS I, II AND III VESSELS 
 
 

1 Purpose 

This paper seeks members' approval on the draft “Code of Practice Safety Standard for 
Class I, II and III Vessels” as presented at Annex to this paper. 

 
 

2 Background 

2.1  The new Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance (LVO) stipulated that, inter alia, 
the Director of Marine may - 

(i) approve and issue such codes of practice as in his opinion are suitable for that 
purpose;   

(ii) approve different codes of practice for different classes of local vessels. 

2.2  The Code of Practice (the Code) attached is prepared for the following classes of 
locally licensed commercial vessels graded in accordance with the size and type of 
vessel: 

Class I - Passenger Carrying Vessel 

Class II - Cargo Vessel 

Class III - Fishing Vessel 
 
 
3 Determination of Safety Standards 

 The safety standards in the Code are set on normal shipbuilding practice, i.e. vessels’ 
operational risk factors such as number of passengers, type of cargo, plying limits, etc. The 
following principles are adopted on the consideration of the standards: 

 (i) as far as possible the existing standards are to be maintained if those are proved to 
be satisfactory; 

 (ii) equitable standards are applied to vessels performing similar commercial functions; 

 (iii) in view of the increasing volume of vessels trafficking to and fro Hong Kong and 
mainland, a standard close to those of the Chinese vessels plying in the same areas 
will be adopted; and 

 (iv) if changes on standard are necessary, such changes will be gradually introduced. 
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4 Legal Status of the Code 

 The Code may be used for evidential purposes in any proceedings under the LVO where a 
person is alleged to have contravened such a requirement, thereby breaching the 
seaworthiness clause. 

 
 
5 Implications              

The Code will provide practical and transparent guidance in respect of safety standard. The 
Code will also enable the authorized surveyors delegated by the Director to conduct survey 
of local vessels.  

 
 
6 Consultation 

 The draft Code had been studied and approved by the Technical Sub-committee under 
PLVAC. Furthermore the concerned trading associations also were consulted. 

 
 
7 Application 

The Code will come into operation when the LVO comes into force, by notice in the Gazette.  
 
 
8 Amendment of the CoP 

The Director may from time to time approve, revise or withdraw his approval the whole or 
any part of any code of practice; upon the advice of the LVAC and such other interested 
persons as he thinks fit. 

 
Members are welcome to give comment on the contents of this paper. Members will be asked 
whether the contents of this paper should be endorsed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Local Vessels Safety Branch 
Shipping Division 
Marine Department  
November 2002 
 


















































































































































































































