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PLVAC Paper No. 6/2000 

 
 

PROVISIONAL LOCAL VESSEL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
 

Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance (LVO) 
Class 4 – Pleasure Vessels 

Maximum Number of Persons to be carried 
 

 

Purpose 
 
 The purpose of this paper is to seek members’ endorsement on the proposed 
change in determination of the maximum carrying capacity for pleasure vessels. 
 

Introduction 
 

2.  Currently, the maximum number of persons allowable to be carried on a 
pleasure vessel (PV) is determined by the vessel’s size, a basic allowance for different 
sizes plus 1 person per every 50 piculs.  For example, a motor cruiser (Class 6 PV) of 150 
piculs, the maximum allowable number of persons is 10 + 3 =13.  
 
3.  Upon the enactment of the LVO, licence fees for all classes of local vessels 
will be charged on the basis of a standardized unit “length x breadth” (L x B).  Further, the 

carrying capacity for classes 1 (passenger) and 2  (cargo) vessels will also be determined 
by the size of vessels in term of (L x B) units. 
 

4. Class P4 Miscellaneous Craft which is a open deck vessel* of length not 

exceeding 10 metres and fitted with an outboard engine of power not exceeding 12 kw is 
restricted to carry not more than 4 persons. 
 

Proposal 
 

5. It is proposed that:- 
 

(a)  for simplification and standardization, the (L x B) units mentioned at 
paragraph 2 should be used in determining the carrying capacity of PVs.  A 
detailed analysis on existing vessels (closed deck) shows that by multiplying 
the (L x B) units with the conversion factor of 0.4 will provide these vessels 
with similar carrying capacities.  For example, a closed deck pleasure vessel 
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of 10 m x 3 m will be allowed to carry 12 (10 x 3 x 0.4) persons maximum; 
and 

 
(b)  for safety reasons and as a matter of consistency, the criteria which are 

applicable to Class P4 vessels for determining the carrying capacity should 
equally be applicable to PVs (mainly speed boats) of open deck type:- 

 
  Pleasure Vessel (open deck) of 10 (L x B) units or less  - 2  persons. 
 
  Pleasure Vessel (open deck) of more than 10 (L x B) units  -  4 persons. 
 
6.  Pleasure vessels may be allowed to carry more persons than proposed at 
paragraph 5 above subject to a satisfactory inclining test conducted by approved 
classification societies. 
 
Implications 
 

7.  Similar to re-structuring of licence fees, the change in measurement unit from 
piculage to (L x B) unit will inevitably affect the carrying capacity of some existing 
pleasure vessels.  The range of effect for closed deck PVs varies between -18% and +6% 
(minus 3 or plus 2 in term of person) for vessels exceeding 25 (L x B) units.  
 
8.  The carrying capacity of some 1 500 Class 8 pleasure vessels will be 
reduced from 0% to -71% or from 0 to -10 in term of person; and the carrying capacity of 
some 250 vessels will be reduced by more than 50%, if all of them are open deck. 
 

Consultation 
 

9.  The paper is circulated to members for comments and endorsement. 
 

 

 

* Note : A open deck vessel is a vessel fitted with no continuous main deck. 
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