
1 

PLVAC Paper No. 2/2002 
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Amendments to the International Regulations 
for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972 adopted by the 22nd session 

Assembly of International Maritime Organization 
 
 

Purpose 
 

1.  The purpose of this paper is to seek members’ view on the 
proposed amendments to the Hong Kong merchant shipping regulations 
as shown in paragraph 3 below.  The proposed amendments are intended 
to give effect to the new international requirements. 
 
Background 
 

2.  On 29 November 2001, the 22nd session of Assembly of the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) adopted, by Resolution 
A.910(22), amendments to the International Regulations for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea, 1972.  The amendments are annexed to this paper for 
reference, and they shall enter into force internationally on 29 November 
2003. 
 
Existing legislation to be amended 
 

3.  The Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea, 1972 applies to ships registered in Hong Kong and any 
ships within the waters of Hong Kong.  This is given effect by the 
Merchant Shipping (Safety) (Signals of Distress and Prevention of 
Collisions) Regulations (Cap. 369N).  The proposed amendments affect 
Rules 3, 8, 18, 23, 31, 33, 35, Annex I and Annex III of the International 
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 1972 as amended by IMO 
Resolutions A.464(XII), A.626(15), A.678(16) and A.736(18) contained 
in the Schedule of the Merchant Shipping (Safety) (Signals of Distress 
and Prevention of Collisions) Regulations (Cap. 369N). 
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Implementation of International Requirements 
 

4.  As the Convention on the International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972 applies to Hong Kong, we are obliged 
to implement any amendments to the Convention when they come into 
force internationally.  Since the provisions required under paragraph 3 of 
this paper will enter into force shortly, we should keep in line with the 
international requirements and implement these amendments.  In order 
to give effect to these amendments in Hong Kong, we need to make 
legislative amendments to our existing legislation referred to in paragraph 
3 of this paper. 
 
Consultation 
 

5.  Members’ comments, if any, are sought on our proposal to 
implement the international requirements in the Hong Kong registered 
ships and within the Hong Kong waters. 
 
Presentation 
 
6.  Mr. Y. K. LI, Acting Senior Surveyor of Ships of the Marine 
Department will present this paper. 
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