








i

CODE OF PRACTICE

SAFETY STANDARDS FOR CLASS I, II AND III VESSELS

CHAPTER I

GENERAL

Section Page

Record on Updating and Amendments

Forward

1 Introduction ................................................................................... I-1

2 Statutory Regulations .................................................................... 1

3 Definitions ..................................................................................... 2

4 Application .................................................................................... 5

5 Category of Vessel ......................................................................... 6

6 Application for Survey .................................................................. 8

CHAPTER II

SURVEY, ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE AND PLAN APPROVAL

1 Survey for Issue or Endorsement of Certificate ............................ II-1

2 Validity of Certificates and Endorsement ...................................... 2

3 Surveys conducted by Authorized Surveyor ................................. 2

4 Survey Items and Survey Programmes ......................................... 3

Table 1 Initial Survey........................................................ 3

     2 Periodical Construction Survey ........................... 5

     3 Final Survey ....................................................... 8

5 Submission of Plans and Data ....................................................... 10

6 Plans and Data required to be submitted ....................................... 10

7 Plans to be retained onboard ......................................................... 12



ii

CHAPTER III A

HULL CONSTRUCTION, MACHINERY, ELECTRICAL

INSTALLATIONS AND FITTINGS -

CATEGORY A VESSELS

PART 1 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS .................................................... IIIA-1

PART 2 HULL CONSTRUCTION ............................................................ 1

1 Main Deck Construction ............................................................... 1

2 Bulkheads ...................................................................................... 1

3 Closing Appliances ........................................................................ 2

4 Protection of Passengers and Crew ............................................... 2

5 Flooring ......................................................................................... 3

6 Marking of Hull ............................................................................. 3

PART 3 MACHINERY INSTALLATION .................................................. 3

7 Main Engine and Gear Box ........................................................... 3

8 Engine Fittings .............................................................................. 4

9 Propeller Shafting .......................................................................... 5

10 Engine Room ................................................................................. 5

11 Nature of Fuel ................................................................................ 5

12 Fuel Tanks ..................................................................................... 6

13 Pumping and Piping Arrangement ................................................ 6

14 Bilge Pumping Arrangement ......................................................... 6

15 Compressed Air System ................................................................ 7

16 Anchors, Cables and Windlass ...................................................... 8

17 Steering System ............................................................................. 8

18 Wheelhouse - Engine Room Communication ............................... 9

19 Installation for Prevention of Oil Pollution ................................... 10

20 Pollution Prevention for Vessels carrying Noxious Liquid 
Substances .....................................................................................

12

PART 4 ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION ................................................. 13

21 Electrical Power Source ................................................................ 13

22 Precautions against Shock, Fire and Other Hazards of Electrical 

Origin ............................................................................................

13



iii

CHAPTER III B

HULL CONSTRUCTION, MACHINERY, ELECTRICAL

INSTALLATIONS AND FITTINGS -

CATEGORY B VESSELS

PART 1 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS .................................................... IIIB-1

PART 2 HULLCONSTRUCTION ............................................................. 1

1 Hull and Bulkheads ....................................................................... 1

2 Closing Appliances, Freeing Ports .................................................. 2

3 Means of Protection ...................................................................... 2

4 Flooring ......................................................................................... 2

5 Marking of Hull ............................................................................. 2

PART 3 MACHINERY INSTALLATION .................................................. 2

6 Main Engine and Engine Fitting ..................................................... 2

7 Engine Room ................................................................................. 3

8 Nature of Fuel ................................................................................ 3

9 Positioning and Construction of Fuel Tanks ................................. 3

10 Pumping and Piping Arrangement ................................................ 3

11 Bilge Pumping Arrangement ......................................................... 3

12 Compressed Air System ................................................................ 3

13 Wheelhouse - Engine Room Communication ............................... 3

14 Oil Pollution Prevention Installation ............................................. 4

PART 4 ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION ................................................. 4

15 Electrical Installations ................................................................... 4

CHAPTER IV

FREEBOARD AND STABILITY

1 Freeboard Assignment, Certification, Intact Stability ................... IV-1

2 Damage Stability ........................................................................... 7



iv

3 Inclining Experiment ..................................................................... 7

4 Lightweight Survey ....................................................................... 7

5 Determination of Deadweight and Its Effects ............................... 7

6 Stability Information Booklet ........................................................ 8

7 Permanent Ballast .......................................................................... 8

8 Lashing of Cargo ........................................................................... 8

9 Modification onboard .................................................................... 8

 10 Towing     8

CHAPTER V

PASSENGER AND CREW ACCOMMODATION

1 General Requirements ................................................................... V-1

2 Deck Areas Disallowed as Passengers Spaces .............................. 1

3 Maximum Carrying Capacity and Seating .................................... 2

4 Stairway, Passageway, Door and Exit in Passenger Space ............ 2

5 Ventilation, Lighting, Deck Sheathing and Insulation in 
Passenger Space ............................................................................

3

6 Sanitary Apparatus ........................................................................ 4

7 Public Address System .................................................................. 5

8 Boarding Facility On Ferry Vessel ................................................ 5

9 Marking in Passenger Space ........................................................... 5

CHAPTER VI

FIRE PROTECTION

1 Acceptance of Appliances ............................................................. VI-1

2 General Requirements for Fire Fighting Appliances ..................... 1

CHAPTER VII

LIFE SAVING APPLIANCES AND ARRANGEMENTS

1 General .......................................................................................... VII-1



v

2 Stowage of Appliances .................................................................. 1

3 Maintenance of Appliances ........................................................... 2

CHAPTER VIII

LIGHTS, SHAPES AND SOUND SIGNALS

1 General .......................................................................................... VIII-1

2 Definitions ..................................................................................... 1

3 Alternative Lights .......................................................................... 1

4 Lights and Sound Signals .............................................................. 1

  5 Positioning of Light Signals      1

CHAPTER IX

TONNAGE M EASUREMENT

PART 1 GENERAL .................................................................................... IX-1

1 Application .................................................................................... 1

2 Method of Tonnage Measurement ................................................. 1

PART 2 ASCERTAINMENT OF TONNAGE ........................................... 2

3 Vessels of 24m in Length and Above ............................................ 2

4 Wooden Fishing Vessels, Kaitos, Vessels of less than 24m in 
Length ............................................................................................

    2

CHAPTER X

VESSEL OPERATOR REQUIREMENTS

1 General .......................................................................................... X-1

2 Certificate Classes and Validity ..................................................... 1

3 Vessel  Permitted to be Operated by Combined Coxswain and 

Engine Operator  ........................................................................................................

2

4 Radar Operator .............................................................................. 2



vi

CHAPTER XI

VESSELS BUILT TO CLASSIFICATION SOCIETY’ S RULES

AND REGULATIONS FOR HIGH SPEED CRAFT

  1 General .......................................................................................... XI-1

2 Intact Stability ............................................................................... 1

3 Damaged Stability ......................................................................... 1

4 Seating construction, Safety belts ................................................. 1

5 Directional control system ............................................................ 1

6 Structural fire protection ............................................................... 1

7 Fire detection and fixed fire extinguishing system ....................... 2

8 Remote control, alarm and safety systems .................................... 2

9 Radar installations ......................................................................... 2

10 Wheelhouse Layout ....................................................................... 2

11 Documentation .............................................................................. 2

12 Failure mode and effect analysis ................................................... 2

13 Operational and safety trial ........................................................... 3

14 Masthead light 3

CHAPTER XII

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR VESSELS

CARRYING DANGEROUS  GOODS

PART 1 HULL CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT ........................... XII-1

1 Hull Construction .......................................................................... 1

2 Windlass ........................................................................................ 1

3 Signals ........................................................................................... 1

4 Notices ........................................................................................... 1



vii

PART 2 CARRIAGE OF DANGEROUS GOODS IN PACKAGED 
FORM OR IN SOLID FORM IN BULK ......................................

2

5 Regulatory Requirements .............................................................. 2

6 Dumb Steel Lighters carrying Packaged Dangerous Goods in 

Freight Containers .......................................................................

2

PART 3 CARRIAGE OF CARRIAGE OF DANGEROUS GOODS IN 
LIQUID FORM IN BULK ............................................................

4

7 Carriage of Flammable Cargoes .................................................... 4

8 Carriage of Dangerous Liquid Chemicals ..................................... 4

ANNEX A

RULES AND REGULATIONS

APPLICABLE TO LOCAL VESSELS

ANNEX B

FREEBOARD MARK

1 Position of Marks .......................................................................... B-1

2 Method of Marking ....................................................................... 1

3 Details of Marks ............................................................................ 1

ANNEX C

SPILL OUT M ETHOD

ANNEX D

STABILITY WHEN LIFTING

1 Conditions to be computed ............................................................ D-1

2 Stability Standard .......................................................................... 1

ANNEX E

APPROXIMATE DETERMINATION OF STABILITY

Part 1 SIMPLE INCLINING TEST ......................................................... E-1



viii

1 General .......................................................................................... 1

2 Test Procedure ............................................................................... 1

3 Acceptance of Stability ................................................................. 1

Part 2 ROLLING PERIOD TEST ........................................................... 2

4 General .......................................................................................... 2

5 Test Procedure ............................................................................... 2

6 Determination of Metacentric Height (GM) ................................. 2

ANNEX F

DAMAGED STABILITY REQUIREMENTS

FOR LAUNCHES, FERRY VESSELS

Part 1 DAMAGED STABILITY REQUIREMENTS ............................. F-1

Part 2 ASSUMPTIONS OF WHICH CALCULATIONS ARE TO BE 
BASED ..........................................................................................

1

Part 3 SUFFICIENCY OF STABILITY IN THE DAMAGED 

CONDITION .................................................................................

2

ANNEX G

GUIDANCE PLAN FOR DETERMINATION OF PASSENGER

SPACE FOR LAUNCHES , FERRY VESSELS, TUGS,

TRANSPORTATION BOATS AND PILOT BOATS

G-1

ANNEX H H-1

DOMESTIC LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS

INSTALLATION

ANNEX I

MISCELLANEOUS GUIDANCE NOTES 

ANNEX I-1

SAFETY PRECAUTION ON THE PROPER STORAGE OF PETROL
I-1-1

ANNEX I-2

VISIBILITY REQUIREMENT FOR WHEELHOUSE
I-2-1

ANNEX I-3

CHECKLIST FOR ENGINE INSPECTION
I-3-1

ANNEX I-4

PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS FOR READAR ABROAD FERRY

VESSELS

I-4-1

ANNEX I-5-1

REQUIRMENTS FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF MAIN ENGINE
I-5-1-1



ix

ANNEX I-5-2

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF GENERATOR SET
I-5-2-1

ANNEX I-4-3

REQUIREMENTS FOR WAIVING INCLINING EXPERIMENT AFTER 

THE ADDITION/REPLACEMENT OF ENGINE(S)

I-5-3-1

ANNEX I-6

FIRST AID KIT
I-6-1

ANNEX I-7

GUIDANCE NOTE ON THE CONSRUCTION AND SURVEYING OF 

GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC FISHING SAMPANS OF LENGTH 

OVERALL NOT EXCEEDING 15 METRES

I-7-1

ANNEX I-8

PRECAUTIONS TO BE TAKEN BEFORE ENTERING CONFINED 

SPACE

I-8-1

ANNEX I-9

TBT ANTI-FOULING SYSTEM
I-9-1

ANNEX I-10

RECOMMENDATION FOR USING ENGINES COMPLYING WITH 

MARPOL ANNEX VI – NOX EMISSION LIMITS

I-10-1

ANNEX I-11

CONSTRUCTION AND SURVEY REQUIREMENTS FOR WOODEN

FISHING VESSEL

I-11-1

ANNEX J

RELEVANT CONTACTS OF MARINE DEPARTMENTS J-1

ANNEX K

SURVEY SCHEDULE FOR MEDIUM SPEED ENGINES K-1

ANNEX L

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REVISED REGULATIONS 13G and 

13H OF ANNEX I OF MARPOL 73/78 TO LOCALLY LICENSED 

VESSELS

ANNEX M

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REQUIREMENT OF ANNEX VI OF MARPOL 73/78 TO 

LOCALLY LICENSED VESSELS



x

ANNEX N

SAFETY NAVIGATION LIMITS FOR SEA FISHING

ANNEX P

Minimum Safe Manning Requirements for Hong Kong 

Licensed Vessels Operating in Hong Kong Waters and River 

Trade Limits



FORWARD

(1) The Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance, Cap 548, is to provide for the

regulation and control of local vessels in Hong Kong or in the waters of Hong Kong and for 

other matters affecting local vessels, including their navigation and safety at sea (whether 

within or beyond the waters of Hong Kong).

(2) This Code of Practice is issued in pursuant to section 8 of the Ordinance for the purpose 

of ensuring acceptable technical and safety standards in the design, construction,

maintenance, and inspection of local vessels in conjunction with the standards prescribed by 

the Director under Merchant shipping ( Local Vessels)(Safety Survey) Regulation.

(3) A failure on the part of any person to observe any provision of a code of practice

approved under section 8 shall not of itself render the person liable to any civil or criminal 

proceedings but where in any proceedings under this Ordinance a person is alleged to have 

contravened a requirement under this Ordinance, being a requirement for which there was an 

approved code of practice at the time of the alleged contravention, subsection (4) shall have 

effect with respect to such code in relation to those proceedings.

4) Any provision of a code of practice which appears to a specified body to be relevant to a 

requirement under this Ordinance alleged to have been contravened shall be admissible in 

evidence in the proceedings under this Ordinance concerned and if it is proved that there was 

at any material time a failure to observe any provision of the code which appears to that body 

to be relevant to any matter which it is necessary to prove in order to establish a

contravention of such requirement, that matter shall be taken as proved in the absence of 

evidence that such requirement was in respect of that matter complied with otherwise than by 

way of observance of that provision.

(5) In any proceedings under this Ordinance, a code of practice which appears to a specified 

body to be the subject of a notice under section 8 shall be taken to be the subject of such 

notice in the absence of evidence to the contrary.








































































































































































































































































