
PROVISIONAL LOCAL VESSEL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of the 24th Committee Meeting 
held on 15 March 2000 at 2:30 p.m. 

in Room 1405–1406, 14/F., Harbour Building 
 
 
Present 
Chairman: Mr. M.C. TSANG Deputy Director of Marine 
Member: Mr. CHOI Kim-lui Representing Launch & Excursion Vessel Operators 
 Mr. HO Chi-shing Representing Ferry Vessels Operators 
 Mr. HUNG Bing Representing Local Seafarers Operators 
 Mr. KEUNG Yin-man Representing Fishing Industry  
 Dr. Alan LAU Kwok-lam Representing Pleasure Boating Operators 
 Mr. SZETO Kin, Vitus Representing Ships Buildings & Ships Repairs Oprs 
 Mr. Tony YEUNG Representing Seafarers’ Training Institutes 
 Mr. NG Kwing-kee Representing Marine Department 
 Mr. TUNG Hon-ming   Ditto 
 
Secretary: Mr. Michael YEUNG Asst. Departmental Secretary/Marine Department 
 
 
In Attendance 

Capt. WU Ka-shun HK Shipping Staff Association 
Mr. Martin CHU Survey & Inspection Company 
Mr. CHEUNG Yau-kwong Marine Excursion Association 
Ms. Sandy LEE  Ditto 
Mr. LEUNG Wai-ying HK Fishermen’s Association 
Mr. HO Kwun-yin Local Seafarers Operators 
Mr.K. M. LEE Marine Department 
Mr. LEE Kwok-ping  Ditto 
Mr. F. L. CHEUK  Ditto 
Mr. CHAN Kwong-chun  Ditto 
Mr. Victor NG  Ditto 

 
 
Presentation of Papers 
No. 1/00: Mr. C. Y. TSANG Marine Department 
No. 2/00: Mr. Alex C. K. KWOK Agriculture, Fisheries & Conservation Department 

Mr. CHOW Wing-kuen  Ditto 
No. 3/00: Mr. LEUNG Wai-yin  Ditto 
 Mr. CHAN Lai-koon  Ditto 
 
 
Absent with Apologies 
 Dr. Peter CHENG Jui-shan Representing Naval Architect 
 Mr. HE Wei-ping Representing River Trade Cargo Operators 
 Mr. James SHUEN Wai Representing HK Cargo Vessel Traders 
 Mr. Elden YAU Choi-kee Representing Marine Insurance Companies 

Mr. R. W. Pickup Representing Survey & Inspection Companies 
Mr. A.M. Steeple Representing Commissioner of Police 
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I.  INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Chairman welcomed all members and introduce Mr. Victor NG, Secretary 

(Designate), attending the meeting for the first time.  
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II.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
 
2. The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed with one amendment to the Chinese 

minutes:  
     Page 3, Item IV (ii) to delete “草案” from the headline《商船(本地船隻)條例草案》 
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III.  PRESENTATION OF PAPERS 
 
    Paper No. 1/00 “Proposed Amendments to the Legislation concerning Marine 

Restricted Areas surrounding Stonecutters Island”                            
 
3.   Mr. C. Y. TSANG of MD presented the paper.  He informed members about the 

proposed amendments to the legislation pertaining the narrowing down of the marine 
restricted areas surrounding Stonecutters Island and repealing the navigation 
restriction to the former Victoria Naval Basin.  The Chairman added that a Marine 
Department Notice would be prepared to publicize the message. 
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 Paper No. 2/00 “Proposed Tung Ping Chau Marine Park Information Paper” 
 
4.   Mr. Alex KWOK of AFCD presented the paper, he informed members that the 

proposed Tung Ping Chau Marine Park would be far away from the shipping routes 
and therefore OGVs should not be affected.  Members raised no comments on this 
paper. 
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Paper No. 3/00 “Proposed Implementation of Artificial Reef Development 
Programme and Fisheries Resources Management Measures in Hong Kong Waters 

 
5.  Mr. LEUNG Wai-yin of AFCD presented the paper.  He informed members that 

trawling is prohibited but there would be no restriction regarding anchorage and 
navigation in the areas.  The minimum water clearance of most of the artificial reefs 
would be 9 meters below chart datum and free access would be allowed for vessels 
going in and out of Port Shelter and Rocky Harbour.  He explained that natural 
features and/or notice boards along the coastal line would be used to mark the 
boundaries of the Fisheries Protection areas.  He assured members that Marine 
Department would be consulted regarding the locations and water clearance of 
artificial reefs to be deployed.    

 
6.  Messrs. KEUNG Yin-man and LEUNG Wai-ying raised concerns on the location and 

extent of the artificial reef deployment programme.  They requested AFCD to adopt a 
more progressive approach to test the usefulness of the artificial reef before putting the 
programme to full swing.  Their points were noted by Mr. LEUNG Wai-yin.   
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IV.  MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
 

(i) Helping Business Study (M277) 
 
7.   Mr. H.M. TUNG informed members that half of the recommendations of the  

Helping Business Study were implemented.  The remaining recommendations would 
be implemented after the enactment of the MS(LV)O.  The Chairman suggested and 
members agreed to delete this item from the agenda for the time being. 
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(ii) Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance (M278) 
 
8.  Mr. F.L. CHEUK reported to members that the drafting of MS(LV)O’s subsidiary 

legislation was proceeding slowly due to some existing technical problems.  He 
envisaged that the drafting would be completed by the end of this year. 
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(iii) Code of Practices for Pleasure Vessels (M279) 
 
9. Mr. K. K. NG reported to members that the inspection items (list attached at Annex I) 

for existing excursion vessels carrying not more than 60 passengers had been agreed 
by all at the 2nd working group meeting held on 25 January 2000.  Mr. K. P. LEE 
added that all inspection would be carried out by the Classification Societies and an 
inspection record would be produced. He also briefed members on the agreed 
inspection items.   

 
10. Mr. K. M. LEE reminded members that these measures would apply to existing 

pleasure vessels only.  For pleasure vessels newly licensed under the MS(LV)O, 
more stringent  measures would be applied. He further advised members that the 
exact survey requirement for a pleasure vessel would depend on whether the vessel 
would be engaged in chartering.  The requirements were summarized at Annex II 
and III respectively for members’ information. 
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(iv)  Fishing Vessels Matters (M280) 
 
11. Mr. H. M. TUNG reported progress on fishing vessel matters that were discussed at 

the 2nd Fishing Vessels Working Group meeting.  He informed members that briefing 
sessions would be arranged for the fishing industry within the fish ban period this 
year. 
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V.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Farewell to Secretary 
 
12. The Chairman informed members that Mr. Victor NG would be the new Secretary 

vice Mr. Michael YEUNG, who would be posted out of the Marine Department on 27 
March 2000.  
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VI  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
13.  Members would be informed of the date of next meeting in due course.  

  
  

 








