Information Paper No. 9/2022

Local Vessels Advisory Committee
Provision of plan approval and survey services by
recognised Mainland’s vessel inspection institutions
to Hong Kong local mobile fishing vessels in the Mainland

Purpose

This paper aims to brief members on the arrangements for recognised
Mainland’s vessel inspection institutions to provide services to Hong Kong
locally-licensed mobile fishing vessels (“local mobile fishing vessels”) in the
Mainland.

Background

2. Owing to the implementation of the socialisation reform on fishing
vessel inspections in the Mainland, the concrete inspection work previously
carried out by the Guangdong Provincial Marine Comprehensive Law
Enforcement General Brigade (“the General Brigade”) will be taken up by
third-party fishing vessel inspection institutions. The reform will cover
services for local mobile fishing vessels. As such, the current arrangement
where the General Brigade is recognised by the Director of Marine to conduct
survey of local mobile fishing vessels in the Mainland will cease to be
enforceable. Under the new arrangement, the General Brigade will be
responsible for overseeing and managing the fishing vessel inspection
institutions in Guangdong Province.

3. As local mobile fishing vessels operating in Mainland waters should
comply not only with the requirements of Cap. 548G, but also with the
additional ones imposed on fishing vessels by the Mainland authorities, the
Marine Department (“MD”) thus considers that fishing vessel inspection
institutions which are familiar with the relevant Mainland requirements may
have an edge in providing services to local mobile fishing vessels. In this
connection, the MD is arranging for recognised Mainland’s independent fishing
vessel inspection institutions that are accepted by the General Brigade to
conduct plan approval and survey work for local mobile fishing vessels.



Arrangements for the Recognised Mainland’s Inspection Institutions

4. The MD exchanged views with the General Brigade and the Office of
Migrant Fishermen in Hong Kong and Macau, Department of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs of Guangdong Province (“Office”) on how the Mainland’s fishing
vessel inspection institutions can obtain acceptance and the relevant procedures.
Basically, the General Brigade has formulated the “Administrative Measures on
Fishing Vessel Inspection Service in Guangdong Province (Provisional)”
(“Administrative Measures”), which provides details of the criteria such as
technical requirements for institutions and personnel, duties of institutions and
personnel, inspection workflow, supervision and administration as well as
training and education (please refer to the attachment). In particular, as
regards the requirements for surveyors, they must possess relevant working
experience and the occupational qualification of Mainland registered surveyor
of Grade B or above or the qualification of competent surveyor of junior level
or above. Fishing vessel inspection institutions must go through the
preliminary assessment by the law enforcement branches and be accepted by the
General Brigade, only those who are eligible will be accepted and publicised.

5. The Administrative Measures have been implemented in all Marine
Comprehensive law enforcement branches in Guangdong Province. Up to
present, there are a total of 16 fishing vessel inspection institutions that have
been accepted and publicised by the General Brigade. They are located in
different coastal cities in Guangdong Province, including Guangzhou, Zhuhai,
Huizhou, Shanwei, Zhongshan, Jiangmen, Yangjiang, Zhanjiang and Maoming.

6. The MD has been in contact with the 16 accepted fishing vessel
inspection institutions to verify if they are in compliance with the requirements
of the MD. If all goes well, the MD will recognise those institutions as
providers of plan approval and inspection services for local mobile fishing
vessels in the Mainland for a period of six months. Further extension will be
granted subject to assessments. Prior to the official launch of service by the
recognised fishing vessel inspection institutions, every qualified surveyor is
required to pass the training programmes arranged by the MD, which includes
detailed explanation of Safety Standards for Class III Vessels and requirements
of a proper survey report.



LVAC Sub-committee on Class III Vessels

7. Members’ views on the above arrangements were sought at the meeting
of Sub-committee on Class III Vessels under LVAC on 8 July 2022. The
Sub-committee was not against the arrangements. In response to members’
concerns, supplementary information has been added to the foregoing
paragraphs.

Conclusion

8. As the General Brigade has implemented the socialisation reform on
fishing vessel inspections, it is necessary to provide a convenient, cost-effective,
sustainable and quality inspection service for local mobile fishing vessels
operating and being maintained in the Mainland. The MD and General
Brigade shall continuously carry out audits on the recognised Mainland's fishing
vessel inspection institutions and conduct reinspections on their work, in order
to ensure the services provided by these institutions meet the required safety
standards for vessels.

Marine Department
Local Vessels Safety Section
11 July 2022

Appendix: Administrative Provisions for Technical Services of Fishing Vessels
Inspection of Guangdong Province (Provisional) (in Chinese only)
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