Paper No. 8/2023

Local Vessels Advisory Committee

Issuance of Local Certificate of Competency to Local Seamen
holding valid Mainland Fishing Vessel Personnel Certificate

Purpose

Pursuant to Chapter 8 of the “Examination Rules for Local Certificates
of Competency” (the “Rules”), the Marine Department (“MD”) plans to exempt
local seamen holding valid Mainland Fishing Vessel Personnel Certificate from
relevant examinations for receiving local Coxswain or Engine Operator Grade 2
or Grade 3 Certificates (“LCoC”) after completing a MD recognized articulation
course and assessment. Members’ views are hereby sought.

Background

2. To meet the operational needs of Guangdong/Hong Kong mobile fishing
vessels (“fishing vessels™), the MD and Mainland authorities have established
mutual recognition arrangements for coxswain and engine operator certificates
on fishing vessels since 2004. With the implementation of the {Measures of
the People's Republic of China for the Administration of Fishing Vessel Crew )

(“New Measures™) from 1 January 2015, holders of certificates issued under the

New Measures (“New Certificates™) can apply for issuing a restricted LCoC to
operate applicable locally licensed fishing vessels in Hong Kong waters.

3. To alleviate the pressure of manpower shortage in the industry and
enable holders of New Certificates to operate not only Class Il fishing vessels
but also Class | and Class Il local vessels, MD has evaluated mainland’s
“Fishing vessel crew examination framework™ and the Rules whilst taking into
consideration also the training, experience and professional knowledge
assessment standards of holders of New Certificates. As a result, MD has
developed an articulation course whereby local seamen holding valid New
Certificates when completing the course and assessment can apply for relevant
LCoC without examination.



Implementation details and timing

4. Details of MD recognised articulation course are given in the Appendix
The table below provides the comparison of New Certificates

(Chinese only).

and LCoC including course and assessment requirements.

5.

Mainland - . .

Fishing Vessel Required Articulation Course

Personnel LCoC to be
Certificate (i.e. Leaning Hours Assessment Issued

New

Certificate)
Master Grade 1, | Not lessthan 56 | Approximately Coxswain
Master Grade 2 | hours of 1-hour Grade 2
or classroom assessment Certificate
First Officer
Master Grade 3 | Not less than 28 | Approximately Coxswain
or hours of 1-hour Grade 3
Second Officer | classroom assessment Certificate
Chief Engineer | Not less than 35 | Approximately Engine
Grade 1 hours of 1-hour Operator Grade

classroom assessment 2 Certificate

Chief Engineer | Not less than 14 | Approximately Engine
Grade 2 or hours of 1-hour Operator Grade
First Engineer classroom assessment 3 Certificate

The above arrangements will be implemented in Q2 of 2023. Prior to

the implementation, MD will issue a Marine Department Notice to inform the
trade of the arrangements and the commencement date.
course will be included in MD’s approved course list and posted on MD’s

website.

Consultation

6.

The articulation

If Members have any comments or enquiries, please call 2852 4368 or

email ssrtl@mardep.gov.hk to contact Mr. KC Yu of the River Trade and Local
Examination Section on or before 12 June 2023.

Marine Department
Local Vessels and Examination Division
30 May 2023
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