Class IV Vessels Sub-com

Paper 1/2009

Amendments to Rules associated
with Local Certificate of Competency

Purpose

1 This paper seeks the views of members on the proposals
to amend the Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) (Local
Certificates of Competency) Rules (LVCoC Rules), Examination
Rules for Local Certificate of Competency (ExCoC Rules) and
Examination Rules for Pleasure Vessel Operator Certificate of
Competency (PVCoC Rules)

Background

2 The Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance (LVO)
and 1ts subsidiary regulations and rules were developed over
many years Certain regulations referenced 1n different rules
were not yet available at the time of their development, they
were left as blanks while waiting for their updates  Similar
phenomenon also occurred to new measures developed to
address the developments 1n the 1ndustry before the
implementation of the Cap 548 These new measures were
not recorded 1n the appropriate rules accordingly at the time of
implementation

3 After the implementation of the LVO on 2 January 2007
and the subsidiary rules such as the LVCoC Rules, ExCoC Rules
and PVCoC Rules, 1ncorrect references, 1nconsistencies and
imperfections 1n these rules were discovered during the course
of their application The amendments proposed 1n this paper
are to rectify these incorrect references and 1inconsistencies etc
1n these rules




Proposals

4 The amendment proposals are grouped by rule Each
rule 1s listed separately 1n the Appendices for reference The
amendments to LVCoC, ExCoC and PVCoC Rules are listed out
1n Appendices A, B and C respectively

5 The amendments within each rule are further divided 1nto
sections according to the nature of the amendment, namely,
“referencing errors”, “clarifications and updates” and “new
measures not yet covered by rules”

6 The amendments under “referencing errors” deal with the
missing and 1ncorrect references 1n  the rules The
“clarifications and updates™ enhance the text in the rules to
reflect the current practice and interpretation to the specific
clauses 1n the rules “New measures not yet covered by rules”
are new amendments that are necessary for the smooth operation
of Cap 548 and 1ts subsidiaries after the publication of the
rules but before they have come 1nto force

7 The reasons for the proposed amendments are provided 1n
the last column of the tables 1n the Appendices

Advice Sought

8 Members are invited to comment on the proposals as
explained 1in Appendices A to C

Marine Department
February 2009
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